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‘If any want to
become my
followers, let
them deny
themselves
and take up
their cross
and follow

b}

me.

Matthew 16: 24

Are we taking up the cross?

VICAR ANTHONY PORTER

In Matthew 16:21-28, Jesus reveals the profound truth
about His mission and the path of discipleship. He tells
His followers that following Him means embracing
sacrifice and taking up their own crosses . This message
is incredibly relevant to so many people today.

For those who may not yet know faith in Jesus, this
passage challenges the notion of comfort and success
as the ultimate goals in life. It invites us to consider what
it truly means to live a fulfilling life. Are we willing to let
go of our own desires for something greater?

Jesus emphasises that true life comes from selflessness
and surrender. In a world that often celebrates
individualism, this call to community, sacrifice, and
purpose can resonate deeply.

Let’s reflect on what it means to follow Him, not just in
words but in our daily actions. Share this message with
someone who might be seeking deeper meaning in
their life. It could be the spark they need.
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Project Lightbulb

The idea of Project Lightbulb was developed following a
discipleship programme that took place at Llangyfelach Church.
From participation, individuals were asked to consider a missional
project that has the potential to be impactful to our community.

After many months of careful planning, detailed risk assessments,
and the development of engaging activities, Project Light Bulb
welcomed pupils from four local schools to experience church life
in a fun, interactive, and memorable way.

Across two inspiring days, children visited the church site and
took part in a range of hands-on activities designed to encourage
creativity, teamwork, and reflection. One of the highlights saw
pupils planting thousands of daffodil bulbs along the church
pathway—creating a colourful legacy that will bloom next spring
and serve as a lasting reminder of their visit.

On the church lawn, the children rolled up their sleeves to make
their own “inside-out” apple crumble, which they were able to
take home and enjoy with their families. The activity provided
opportunities for conversation, laughter, and learning, while
helping to create warm memories of their time at church.

The young visitors also embarked on a church-wide treasure
hunt, searching for letters that spelt out the phrase “Church
Family.” As they explored the building, they learned more about
the church’s role within the local community and discovered how
faith brings people together.

Another popular activity was the Harvest Prayer Tree, where
children reflected on the things they were thankful for and added
their thoughts and prayers to the growing display. The simple act
of gratitude sparked thoughtful discussions and encouraged the
pupils to consider the blessings in their own lives.

Volunteers from Team Light Bulb spoke enthusiastically about the
impact of the project. Many commented on the energy, curiosity,
and attentiveness shown by the children throughout the event.
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Reflecting on the two days, Rev Anthony praised the dedication of
the volunteers who made the project possible.

“Without Team Light Bulb, this simply wouldn’t have been
possible. To see all of the children interacting with each activity
and asking questions really did lead to simple yet profound faith
conversations. It was wonderful to witness their enthusiasm and
curiosity as they explored church life.”

The project not only introduced many young people to the
church environment but also helped build stronger relationships
between local schools and the church community. For volunteers
and visitors alike, it was a reminder of the powerful impact that
welcoming, creative outreach can have.

The story of Project Light Bulb is far from over. Planning is already
underway for return visits in the spring, when the schools will
once again be welcomed to the church. The children will have
the opportunity to celebrate St David’'s Day and, perhaps most
excitingly, see the daffodil bulbs they planted flourishing in full
bloom.

As those flowers emerge along the church path, they will stand as
a vibrant symbol of community partnership, growing faith, and the
lasting connections formed through Project Light Bulb. %

Project lightbulb is a long term project and it would be wonderful
to have more of our congregation involved and enthused in this
mission as we mature. During Harvest-tide, we all as a church
family have opportunity to add to the wonderful work of the
young people by planting our daffodil bulbs in the ground in the
planned places. We all that can witness life flourishing through
the daffodil when the flower in the spring.

As a team, we are so grateful to Austin Bailey Foundation and

Swansea and Brecon Diocese for their grant funding to get
project lightbulb into operation.

“GO TEAM LIGHTBULB"
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Fill your life with a
desire to share the
Gospel of Good News

Tofill our lives with a deeper desire to share the
Gospel of Jesus is not first about speaking more,
but about loving Jesus more. When the Good
News of God’s love, grace and salvation has truly
taken root in our hearts, it naturally overflows into
our relationships, conversations, and actions.
Evangelism is not a duty driven by guilt; itis a
response of gratitude to Jesus who transforms
lives.

Jesus said, “l am the light of the world” (Matthew
5:14). Our calling is not to force our faith upon
others but to let the light of Jesus shine through
us in ways that are authentic, compassionate, and
hopeful. People are often drawn to the Gospel by
seeing how faith lives out through our actions.

What can we do as individuals:

e Pray daily for opportunities.

Live the Gospel visibly through kindness,
generosity, and encouragement.

Listen before speaking.

Share your story.
Invite.

Serve others faithfully and without judgment.

A Prayer for us to be
boulderin our
conversations:

Lord Jesus, fill my heart
with a desire to share
your love and light with
everyone | meet. Give
me a deeper desire to be
more confident in
sharing your story of
salvation for all. Help
me to continue growing
into a faithful witness
through my words and
actions, and grant me
courage, wisdom and
compassion to point
others towards your
church. Amen



“Then you
will know
the truth,
and the
truth will
set you

free.”
John 8:32

urate: Fr Bashir

Rev. Dr. Bashir Masih. | was born in the vibrant city of Lahore,
Pakistan — a land of deep faith and deep division. Before the pulpit,
my calling began in a classroom, where | taught high school
students back home. God was already teaching me there that every
soul, regardless of background, is hungry for love and truth. God has
blessed my life with my beloved wife, Rahat Rana, and with three
precious daughters who are my joy — Neah Gill, Hana Gill, and Aram
Gill. They are my first congregation. When | look back on my two
years at St. Padarn's Institute, it feels like a sacred moment that flew
by too quickly. It was more than study. It was a season of profound
becoming — of silence, prayer, and reflection that reshaped my
heart. My deepest prayer that grew there remains my life's mission:
to sow seeds of peace, love, harmony, and tolerance among people
of all religions, especially in those broken places where division and
hatred still cast their shadow. My theological pilgrimage led me far
from home to Korea Nazarene University in South Korea, where, by
God's grace, | completed both my M.Div. and my Ph.D. in Mission
Theology. From Lahore to Korea to Wales, God has been preparing
me for the ministry. It was a dream that came true after a hard and
long journey.
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I am serving now at Llangyfelach Church in the beautiful Afon
Tawe Ministry Area is not just a job or a profession, but itis a
profound privilege and a blessing | do not take for granted.

Serving as a colleague under Rev. Anthony Porter, who is my
incumbent, is a gift and a blessing for me. Each day | learn
something new — a fresh strategy for ministry, a deeper
wisdom for shepherding souls. | listen with an open heart,
eagerly anticipating how this journey will enrich my
understanding of what it truly means to serve. At my core, |
love people from all backgrounds. | am always happy and
ready to meet, to listen, to embrace — irrespective of colour,
creed, or ethnicity — because | believe every face bears the
image of God. | do not fear new challenges; | welcome them as
invitations from the Holy Spirit. | seek His guidance daily, for |
am passionate about finding fresh, living ways to share the
unchanging Gospel in a changing world. For me, serving in the
Church will never be merely a responsibility. It is a profound
privilege. It is more than serving God's people under His
instructions. It is standing in holy awe, committed to offering
every God-given gift | have to share Christ's message with
unwavering love, dedication, and compassion — until all come
to know the Truth that sets us free. John 8:32 — “Then you will
know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
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Walk& ¢
Natter

Walking is not just a journey of the body but a pilgrimage of the
soul. With every step we take, we can become more aware of
God's presence, finding peace, gratitude, and renewal along
the way.

Monday 13" September saw Fr Bashir's first walk ands natter
session. 19 people, of all abilities, left Llangyfelach church for a
5000 step walk around the village. It will continue every
Monday, weather permitting.

“I lift up my eyes to the hills - where
does my help come from? My help comes
from the Lord.” (Psalm 121: 1-2)

Walking for wellbeing reminds us that God often meets us in the
ordinary rhythms of life. As our bodies are refreshed through
movement, our minds can become quieter and our hearts more
attentive to God's presence. Each walk can become an
opportunity for prayer, reflection, and thanksgiving, helping us
care for both our physical health and our spiritual wellbeing.

There are also many physical benefits to the body God has given
us, helping us to live with greater energy and resilience. Walking
improves heart health and circulation, helps to lower blood
pressure, strengthens bones and muscles, supports weight loss,
improves balance and reduces falls risks and enhances sleep
health. As Christians we are called to Stewardship, which
includes caring for ourselves and our physical health; walking is
therefore an act of self-care and an act of worship to our creator.

Please speak to Fr Bashir for more information.
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Llangyfelach Bells

LLANGYFELACH BELL RINGERS

Llangyfelach Church Bell Tower Restoration
Project

Llangyfelach bell tower is one of only 3 stand
alone bell towers in Wales, of which only two
benefit from having a peal of bells. The bell
ringers enjoy weekly practices and ringing for
Sunday services and other events, such as
weddings and ringing in the new year. We're a
sociable group, of all ages, and welcome new or
visiting ringers. However, the bell tower that
survived a storm in 1805 along with the current 4
bells, cast in 1805, and last restored in 1914 are
now in desperate need of restoration to ensure
they continue to ring out for future generations.

We are at the early stage of planning the tower
and bell restoration. To achieve this we need a lot
of practical help and skills including tasks such as
applying for grants, project champions,
history/research, photographer, website/leaflet
creation and other administrative tasks. Personal
stories from past bell ringers or anyone with a
connection to Llangyfelach church bells would
also be very welcome.

You don’t need to be a bell ringer or even church
member to help with this exciting project, you just
need an willingness to help and an interest in
preserving the history of Llangyfelach.

We are a friendly group so please get in touch if
you can lend a hand, no matter how small.

afontawemaa@cinw.org.uk

PAGE 10



a /B

=AY
== ] )
o.'_*‘- R

fins

"St. Luke reminds us
that art, when
touched by faith,

becomes prayer.
Every stroke, word,
or act of beauty can

glorify God when
done with love."

)

M(

A dedication to the memory of
Clive Evans

BY CHRIS EVANS (CLIVES BROTHER)
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This wonderful window was dedicated to the memory of
Clive Evans who died on 5th July 1961 in a boating
accident at Ross on Wye. His fellow students at
Swansea Art College designed and built the window.
Leading the work was Tim Lewis and Alan Figg.

The Main figure is of St. Luke. The patron saint of Artist
as well as physicians. St. Luke is holding a bird in his
hands. Clive often helped birds who had been injured,
back to life and freedom. The colourful strips either side
of St. Luke represent organ pipes. Clive was a great
organist as well. Below St. Luke is a red line which is cut
short by some sheers. This represents his life cut short at
23 years old. The Blue and Green shape represents the
boat in which he lost his life. The top middle part of the
window is the eye of God looking down.



From the Archives

Minute from ‘Llangyfelach Parish Church Committee
Meeting’

Held on April 8th 1828

Resolved unanimously this 8th April 1828 that -the Revd Wm Davies agree with the Parish to keep
theChurch Yard free from Nettles, Rubbish, Stones &Weeds at 30s per Annum - and also to keep the

wallsclean. ______
That Mr Wm Edwards and Mr Evan Rees Engage to keep all pigs from trespafsing in the Church Yard
from Easter 1828 to Easter 1829 under the Penalty that no dinners or allowances will be allowed at

either of their houses during the Sd term ___
Which ourselves is this day (8th April 1828)Also agreed that only one lock be allowed by the

Parishto each gate during the above year. ____

Wm Davies
Wm Edwards
Evan Rees

This is such a gem of history and much still relates today at Llangyfelach Church with the need o keep
fighting with the erratic bramble growth on our site. We have a duty as stewards of Llangyfelach Church fo
keep our grave yard in good order. We, as the people of the church some 200 years later need fo actively
work together to find ways o manage the grounds.

We perhaps should be lucky that we don't have the issue of pigs on site, so no one will go without dinner!

Crossword Answers

Gweddiwn

wol[R[L[D
o '8
[FIrR[ulifT]F]u]L
Dear Lord, thank you for the rhythm of the different o [a| B
seasons. Thank you for the beauty of autumn, for the B [R| [N [s]

. . (v] o] K 1
changing colours, the cooler air and the harvest food ol [s] 5] [W
gathered. As we reflect on autumn, help us to see your i 2 L
hand at work, both within us and in nature. Help us to fix c| ] [o] [v] Eflf B

. . H F R 1 W H|E[A|T
our eyes on you so that this season can be a time of aTsToTnloAlwlcTe [a]7]
gratitude, blessings and generosity towards others. R[] 6] [Rlojc[k]Y
D

Amen.
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When [ first went to Grammar
School | had to study ‘The
History of the Decline and Fall
of the Roman Empire’ by the
English historian Edward
Gibbon, the first ‘modern
historian of Ancient Rome’.
This tome was first published
in 1776 and went on to cover 6
volumes. According to Gibbon,
the Roman Empire succumbed
to barbarian invasions in large
part due to the gradual loss of
civic virtue among its citizens.

Coincidentally 1776, when the
first volume of Gibbons epic
was published, saw America
gain independence from
Britain on 4" July. Was this the
start of “The Decline and Fall of
the British Empire’?

Similarly, with the economic
and political rise of China and
India are we now witnessing
the start of the ‘Decline and
Fall’ of American dominance as
the ‘Superpower’ of the world?

These events occur because
we, as citizens of the various
countries concerned allow
them to, because we are either
apathetic or too afraid to
change our ways and do
something about it.

| don’t want to be part of
another ‘Decline and Fall’
without giving it my best shot
and trying to do something
about it.
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I refer of course to the
‘Decline’, but hopefully not
‘The Fall’ of the Churchin
Britain’ and more especially
‘The Church in Wales'.

Last Sunday when there was
Nno communion service at
Llangyfelach Church | was
prompted to delve into the
record book of services kept in
the Vestry and extrapolate
some figures that | found to be
most enlightening.

I made a record of
‘communicant numbers'’ for
the 4 June Sundays and the 5
July Sundays between the
years 2003 and 2012. In order
to be able to compare them
fairly, | then averaged them out
over the nine week period in
order to give me a comparison.

It is said that figures do not lie,
if this is true then the figures |
obtained in this exercise
should frighten us all ‘out of
our apathy’ and encourage us
to ‘Do something about it'.

In 2003 the average weekly
communicant numbers at
Llangyfelach Parish Church
were 44.33. However this year
2012, the average weekly
communicant number for the
corresponding period had
dropped to 24.25.

This is a ‘Decline and Fall’ of
45.3%

Surely, we (This means You
and Me) must do something
about it orin a very short
period of time we will be
sharing a minister with other
churches and holding a
communion service once a
month, probably in the Church
Hall.

The time has come when we
have to be radical, we have to
‘think the unthinkable’ and ‘do
whatever we can’ to get
people, especially young
families, to join us in our
Christian fellowship and
worship. The modern lifestyles
people live and the disinterest
of the modern generation in
religion generally frightens and
disappoints me.

How we do this | do not know,
but we have to try or, like the
Roman Empire, the British
Empire and even the American
Dream, Christianity will also go
into a ‘Decline and Fall’ and
become a minority religion in
this great country of ours.

When | say we must be radical
and think the unthinkable, may
| encourage debate by asking
the following questions?



1.Do we think we have
enough ‘variety’ in our
services? Not so long ago
we held a Family Service
every fourth Sunday when
the children took part.
Would that encourage
families to join us? Many of
you enjoy a ‘Matins’
Service. Are there others in
the village who would like
to come to one too if we
held one regularly?

2.Do we think there is
enough variety in our
services? Would you like
to take more of a partin
the odd service?

3.Where is our (Your) choir
every Sunday? Would
‘you’ like to join the choir?

4.Where is the Orchestra
that Chris Evans so
skilfully put together and
who regularly took partin
our services?

5.Where are our ‘bell
ringers’, and when was
the last time you heard
the bells? The vicar has
asked for volunteers to
become bell ringers for the
last several weeks. How
many people have put their
names forward? NONE.
Chris Evans our ‘Tower
Captain’ has been waiting
for you. Where are you?

6.Do we ‘rush’ through our

services and not make
them thought provoking
or friendly enough, or do
we just want to ‘take
communion’, ‘ask
forgiveness for our sins’
and ‘ask god to help usin
our adversity’ before
rushing off to make
dinner or go to some pub
or restaurant for lunch
before rushing home to
watch the omnibus
edition of Eastenders?

7.What happened to the

cups of tea we planned to
have at the back of the
church after serviceon a
Sunday? We now have the
sink, we have the cups, we
have the tea and coffee, we
also have the volunteers to
make it and clear away
afterwards. All that is
missing is the
‘congregation’ to drink it.

8.Are we welcoming

enoughasa
congregation to our
visitors? How many of
them come again and
become regular worshipers
with us?

9.Does Sunday School

work? Perhaps it's time to
do away with it and ask
Aunty Brenda, Jane and
Jean to start a Sunday

Club for the children instead?
Would that bring in more
children with perhaps the
mums and dads coming to a
service?

10.Do we hold services when
‘'we’ want them and not
when ‘the community’
wants them?Is 10-30on a
Sunday the best time for a
communion service?

These are 10 questions | can
immediately think of from the
top of my head, you may have
others that we need to discuss.
Can | suggest that we kick this
mission off by organising a
‘bring a friend or neighbour to
church’ service.

Ask (and expect) every regular
member of our congregation to
try to get a friend, relative or
neighbour to come with them
to this service and hope that
many will enjoy the experience
so much that they will want to
come again? At least for that
service our average numbers
would double from the
average 24 we have now back
to the 45 we had in 2003.

| have been radical in my
views, but | hope | have also
been thought provoking too. |
don’t want to be part of
another ‘Decline and Fall'.

Do you?
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It's now 14 years to the
month since | penned the
missive above and | wonder if
anything has changed during
that period? (8" August 2012
to 31° August 2026)

The first change is that we
have now ceased to be a
Parish, but are one of 5
churches encumbered in the
Ministry Area of Afon Tawe.
The second change has been
financial:
1.0ur Annual Parish Quota in
2012 was £17,056.
2.This year our Ministry Area
Share is £74,824
3.That is an increase of 339%
over 14 years at an average
of 24.21% per annum

To illustrate such an increase in
real terms:

Petrol cost £6.38 a gallon in
2012, whilst today it averages
£7.87, an increase of 23.3%. If
that increase matched our MAS
increase of 339%, a gallon
today would cost £28.

However, the third and most
significant change has been
the arrival in 2017 of our
current incumbent - The Rev
Anthony Porter. Between 2012
and 2017 we had seen a
continuing decline in numbers,
but shortly after Anthony’s
appointment that decline
started to reverse and we
gradually began to grow again
as a church family.
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There was a perceptible revival
and it was evident that we
were witnessing a Spiritual
Awakening in Llangyfelach.
People were starting to look
forward to coming to church
again and attending social
events. Our attendance
numbers began to increase.

Today we have a church
offering a variety of services.
We have weekly Sunday and
Thursday Eucharist Services,
Healing Services, a Bible Study
Group and various other
standalone prayer services.

We have a Wise Women Group
who meet monthly and who
went on a Religious Retreat in
2025 and 2026. In 2025 it was
for a single day Retreat whilst
in 2026 they stayed overnight.
Itis already plannedtogoon a
two-night Retreat to Llangasty
in 2027.

The result of this ‘Revival’ is
that our average Sunday
Morning attendance through
the months of June and July
this year has risen to 51. This
compares to the 2012 average
over the same period of 24.

ITHAS MORE THAN
DOUBLED.

Last Sunday 27™ September
we had 66 worshipers at our
10-30 Eucharist Service.

Our Organist Stephen Honeyman
now has 8 regular members in
his church choir, and is actively
seeking others to join them.
(They are particularly short of
male voices).

Our Bell Captain Chris Evans
intends to hand over the reins to
Trudi Cook after serving the
church for many decades in this
role, and is already mentoring
Trudi in her new duties. We
regularly hear the bells again
after many years of silence.

There is a coffee morning held
every Thursday after the
Eucharist Service and once a
month we offer a cup of tea or
coffee in the Church Hall after
the Sunday Service. Although
already well attended, we extend
a warm welcome to everybody.

The Sunday School has started
again after the summer break,
and we hope that it will grow in
numbers as our congregation
continues to increase. Do you or
your family have children or
grandchildren who would like to
attend?

We must continue to encourage
others to come to church and be
part of our church family so that
we can continue to GROW!



Young Peoples Page

&4 & & A KING'S SURPRISE & & &

o | DONIKTEYOLT Find these words:

- JESUS
Long ago, people expected a king to arrive with a grand CPEACEMMOD + KING
army, shining armour, and a golden crown. But God sent a URIX Y Y F|IAIA/R S 'fg‘?:“"
very different King. RIVIoIvIHITIclJ!lD!L « PEACE

+ LORD
Jesus is the King of Kings, yet He was born in a simple CISIAIWIEIZIV|EIE]E + DONKEY
stable. He welcomed children, helped people who were M|Z AKNQHS WA -muest
sick, and showed kindness to everyone. Instead of O J E S U S DT F| B
demanding to be served, Jesus served others. He taught PlylkliINlglylYlAlF
people about God's love and peace.
One day, Jesus rode into Jerusalem. The crowds waved Y|UILIOIVIEIXIFIZ|T

MF ZCQSODOH

palm branches and shouted, "Hosanna!" They were
excited because they knew Jesus was their King. But
Jesus came riding on a humble donkey, showing that His
kingdom is built on love, not power.

Think About It:

&% How can you show that Jesus is your King this week?
] Being kind to someone

[J Helping at home

[J Praying each day COLOUR ME IN
[] Sharing with a friend

Prayer

Dear Jesus,
Thank you for
being our loving
King. Help us to
follow You,
trust You, and
share Your love
with others
every day.
Ame¥1. Ly




Ingredients Method
o 2 tijIO oil 1.Heat the oil in a large saucepan and
Sl chopped fry the onions on a low heat for 6-8

1lb any root vegetables, ; ‘
peeled and cut into chunks minutes, until softened and
beginning to brown.

2 garlic cloves crushed
2 vegetable stock cubes 2.Add the vegetable chunks and

Ground black pepper cook for a further 7 minutes. Stir in
Salt for taste the garlic and cook for a few
seconds more.
3.Crumble over the stock cubes, add
1 litre of water and bring to the boil.

Preparation Reduce the heat to a simmer, cover
20 mins the pan with a lid and cook for
Cooking about 30 minutes or until the

20 =<oigaes vegetables are very soft, stirring
Serves

occasionally. Remove the pan from
the heat when all the vegetables
are soft.

4.Blend the soup with a stick blender
until very smooth and season with i
plenty of ground black pepper and
salt to taste. Add a splash of just-
boiled water if the soup is a little
thick.

5.Ladle into bowls, and serve with
some nice crusty bread.

4
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/oil
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/onion
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/root_vegetable
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/garlic
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/vegetable_stock
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/black_pepper

Ingredients
e 200g soft fruit
e 3tbspicing sugar
e 200g cream cheese
e Y2tsp vanilla extract
e 200ml greek yoghurt
o 8digestive biscuits
e optional - 2 tbsp granola

Preparation
20 mins
Refrigerate
1 hour
Serves

4

Method

1.Place the fruit in a bowl and sprinkle
over 1 tbsp of icing sugar.

2.Stir and leave for 10 minutes.

3.Mix together the cream cheese,
vanilla extract and the remaining
icing sugar.

4. Fold in the yoghurt and set aside.

5.Crush the biscuits and place in the
bottle of 4 glasses or dessert pots.

6.Spoon the cream chesse mixture
into each glass.

7.Spoon the fruit mixture on top.

8.0ptional - sprinkle the granola over
the top.

9.Refrigerate for 1 hour.
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Crossword Corner

5] 14
12
L 8
i 13 15
5
1 2
5
10
K}

11
ACROSS DOWN
1. Staple crop with kernels 2. Grove of fruit trees
3. Plentiful harvest blessing 5. Generous harvest yield
4. What the good soil became 6. Unit of language
6. Planet Earth 7. Word puzzle
10. Golden grain of harvest 8. Holiday celebrating God's harvest
11. Type of ground where seeds sprouted 9. The farmer who planted the seeds
quickly but had no root 12. God's gift of abundance
13. What the sower scattered in the 14. Collect the harvest
parable 15. Time of year for reaping
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- LLANGYFELACH:

CHURCH .

NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT

tised here? Married here?

Llan “

The cost of just

one coffee
a month

(£3-£5)
could help sustain the
ministry and mission of
Llangyfelach Church. Keep our doors open
- . for future generations

YOUR GIFT CAN HELP:

Maintain this beautiful through Church in Wales
historic church Gift Direct

Support worship and
community outreach

Continue shining the light
of faith in our community

' | LLANGYFELACH CHURCE

@ EVERY GIFT, HOWEVER SMALL, HELPS SECURE THE FUTURE
OF LLANGYFELACH CHURCH.
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Llangyfelach

LLANGYFELACH
Remembers

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY

o<
8" November at 10:30 in Church.
We will then move to the
community green and memorial
for our Act of Remembrance.

DOl An Evemmg
ir the $hel&er

“18th November, 19:00

« Dress in WWII clothes
» Bring your own nibbles & drinks
» Quiz & Entertainment
- Maybe a little jive! d
£15 J

- Limited capacity — Please book quickly
Contact: AnthonyPorter @cinw.org.uk i 4

ol i Cio g
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King ahead to Advent

nd Christmas

JOIN US FORA FESTIVE

Christmds wream

Anthor

'%}«{;"
4 Holy Fucharist *# Christmas
during Advent Carol Service
Advent Sunday 29th November 10:30 ﬁ for the Berea\*red
Second Sunday in Advent 6th December 10:30 3 e

Third Sunday in Advent 13th December 10:30
Fourth Sunday in Advent 20th December 10:30

Llangyfelach Church

Sunday 6th December * 5pm

Come alon

Join us at Llangyfelach Church as we Do gl Eah
journey through Advent to Christmas - loved one in Heaven.

BBIPE. | JOY : PEACE + LOVE
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King ahead to Advent
nd Christmas

2

'"Twas the Night
Before Christmas

A Family Service for
Christmas Eve

¥, Christingle /,

Llangyfelach Church ¢ Sunday 20th December « 5pm £

—
\

L

Link will be available in Llangyfelach church
inni Come along to Liangy¥elach Church for 5pm and
Facebook page at the beginning of December. get ready for Christmas. Come in your Christmas
Pls, sing some Christmas songs, and prepare
your hearts for the real reason for the season.

/ Booking is essential due to the demand - a j ! Christmas Eve

. 4 Come and hear the story of Jesus
" through the orange of Christingle. ™

Always a jamily Woun't&.
*

Christ is born.

=i .

* . 10am * Liangyfelach Church

¥ Join us for worship

.

lopﬁz? Llangyfelach Chg_rch

U s
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	LLANGYFELACH CHURCH:
	FAITH THAT FOLLOWS; HOPE THAT TRANSFORMS; LOVE THAT CONNECTS



	‘If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.’
	Matthew 16: 24


	Are we taking up the cross?
	VICAR ANTHONY PORTER
	In Matthew 16:21-28, Jesus  reveals the profound truth about His mission and the path of discipleship. He tells His followers that following Him means embracing sacrifice and taking up their own crosses . This message is incredibly relevant to so many people today.
	For those who may not yet know faith in Jesus , this passage challenges the notion of comfort and success as the ultimate goals in life. It invites us to consider what it truly means to live a fulfilling life. Are we willing to let go of our own desires for something greater?
	Jesus  emphasises that true life comes from selflessness and surrender. In a world  that often celebrates individualism, this call to community, sacrifice, and purpose can resonate deeply.
	Let’s reflect on what it means to follow Him, not just in words but in our daily actions. Share this message with someone who might be seeking deeper meaning in their life. It could be the spark they need.


	Project Lightbulb
	The idea of Project Lightbulb was developed following a discipleship programme that took place at Llangyfelach Church.  From participation, individuals were asked to consider a missional project that has the potential to be impactful to our community.
	After many months of careful planning, detailed risk assessments, and the development of engaging activities, Project Light Bulb welcomed pupils from four local schools to experience church life in a fun, interactive, and memorable way.
	Across two inspiring days, children visited the church site and took part in a range of hands-on activities designed to encourage creativity, teamwork, and reflection. One of the highlights saw pupils planting thousands of daffodil bulbs along the church pathway—creating a colourful legacy that will bloom next spring and serve as a lasting reminder of their visit.
	On the church lawn, the children rolled up their sleeves to make their own “inside-out” apple crumble, which they were able to take home and enjoy with their families. The activity provided opportunities for conversation, laughter, and learning, while helping to create warm memories of their time at church.
	The young visitors also embarked on a church-wide treasure hunt, searching for letters that spelt out the phrase “Church Family.” As they explored the building, they learned more about the church’s role within the local community and discovered how faith brings people together.
	Another popular activity was the Harvest Prayer Tree, where children reflected on the things they were thankful for and added their thoughts and prayers to the growing display. The simple act of gratitude sparked thoughtful discussions and encouraged the pupils to consider the blessings in their own lives.
	Volunteers from Team Light Bulb spoke enthusiastically about the impact of the project. Many commented on the energy, curiosity, and attentiveness shown by the children throughout the event.
	Reflecting on the two days, Rev Anthony praised the dedication of the volunteers who made the project possible.
	“Without Team Light Bulb, this simply wouldn’t have been possible. To see all of the children interacting with each activity and asking questions really did lead to simple yet profound faith conversations. It was wonderful to witness their enthusiasm and curiosity as they explored church life.”
	The project not only introduced many young people to the church environment but also helped build stronger relationships between local schools and the church community. For volunteers and visitors alike, it was a reminder of the powerful impact that welcoming, creative outreach can have.
	The story of Project Light Bulb is far from over. Planning is already underway for return visits in the spring, when the schools will once again be welcomed to the church. The children will have the opportunity to celebrate St David’s Day and, perhaps most excitingly, see the daffodil bulbs they planted flourishing in full bloom.
	As those flowers emerge along the church path, they will stand as a vibrant symbol of community partnership, growing faith, and the lasting connections formed through Project Light Bulb. 💡🌼
	Project lightbulb is a long term project and it would be wonderful  to have more of our congregation  involved and enthused in this mission as we mature.  During Harvest-tide, we all as a church family have opportunity to add to the wonderful work of the young people by planting our daffodil bulbs in the ground in the planned places.  We all that can witness life flourishing through the daffodil when the flower in the spring.
	As a team, we are so grateful to Austin Bailey Foundation and Swansea and Brecon Diocese for their grant funding to get project lightbulb into operation.

	“GO TEAM LIGHTBULB”
	PAGE 4
	Fill your life with a desire to share the Gospel of Good News
	To fill our lives with a deeper desire to share the Gospel of Jesus is not first about speaking more, but about loving Jesus more.  When the Good News of God’s love, grace and salvation has truly taken root in our hearts, it naturally overflows into our relationships, conversations, and actions.  Evangelism is not a duty driven by guilt; it is a response of gratitude to Jesus who transforms lives.
	Jesus said, “I am the light of the world” (Matthew 5:14).  Our calling is not to force our faith upon others but to let the light of Jesus shine through us in ways that are authentic, compassionate, and hopeful.  People are often drawn to the Gospel by seeing how faith lives out through our actions.
	What can we do as individuals:
	Pray daily for opportunities.
	Live the Gospel visibly through kindness, generosity, and encouragement.
	Listen before speaking.
	Share your story.
	Invite.
	Serve others faithfully and without judgment.

	A Prayer for us to be boulder in our conversations:
	Lord Jesus, fill my heart with a desire to share your love and light with everyone I meet.  Give me a deeper desire to be more confident in sharing your story of salvation for all.  Help me to continue growing into a faithful witness through my words and actions, and grant me courage, wisdom and compassion to point others towards your church.  Amen
	“Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
	John 8:32

	Our Curate: Fr Bashir
	Rev. Dr. Bashir Masih. I was born in the vibrant city of Lahore, Pakistan — a land of deep faith and deep division. Before the pulpit, my calling began in a classroom, where I taught high school students back home. God was already teaching me there that every soul, regardless of background, is hungry for love and truth. God has blessed my life with my beloved wife, Rahat Rana, and with three precious daughters who are my joy — Neah Gill, Hana Gill, and Aram Gill. They are my first congregation. When I look back on my two years at St. Padarn's Institute, it feels like a sacred moment that flew by too quickly. It was more than study. It was a season of profound becoming — of silence, prayer, and reflection that reshaped my heart. My deepest prayer that grew there remains my life's mission: to sow seeds of peace, love, harmony, and tolerance among people of all religions, especially in those broken places where division and hatred still cast their shadow. My theological pilgrimage led me far from home to Korea Nazarene University in South Korea, where, by God's grace, I completed both my M.Div. and my Ph.D. in Mission Theology. From Lahore to Korea to Wales, God has been preparing me for the ministry. It was a dream that came true after a hard and long journey.

	Our Curate: Fr Bashir
	I am serving now at Llangyfelach Church in the beautiful Afon Tawe Ministry Area is not just a job or a profession, but it is a profound privilege and a blessing I do not take for granted.
	Serving as a colleague under Rev. Anthony Porter, who is my incumbent, is a gift and a blessing for me.  Each day I learn something new — a fresh strategy for ministry, a deeper wisdom for shepherding souls. I listen with an open heart, eagerly anticipating how this journey will enrich my understanding of what it truly means to serve. At my core, I love people from all backgrounds. I am always happy and ready to meet, to listen, to embrace — irrespective of colour, creed, or ethnicity — because I believe every face bears the image of God. I do not fear new challenges; I welcome them as invitations from the Holy Spirit. I seek His guidance daily, for I am passionate about finding fresh, living ways to share the unchanging Gospel in a changing world. For me, serving in the Church will never be merely a responsibility. It is a profound privilege. It is more than serving God's people under His instructions. It is standing in holy awe, committed to offering every God-given gift I have to share Christ's message with unwavering love, dedication, and compassion — until all come to know the Truth that sets us free. John 8:32 — “Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
	Walking is not just a journey of the body but a pilgrimage of the soul.  With every step we take, we can become more aware of God’s presence, finding peace, gratitude, and renewal along the way.
	Monday 13th September saw Fr Bashir’s first walk ands natter session.  19 people, of all abilities, left Llangyfelach church for a 5000 step walk around the village.  It will continue every Monday, weather permitting.

	“I lift up my eyes to the hills - where does my help come from? My help comes from the Lord.”        (Psalm 121: 1-2)
	Walking for wellbeing reminds us that God often meets us in the ordinary rhythms of life.  As our bodies are refreshed through movement, our minds can become quieter and our hearts more attentive to God’s presence.  Each walk can become an opportunity for prayer, reflection, and thanksgiving, helping us care for both our physical health and our spiritual wellbeing.
	There are also many physical benefits to the body God has given us, helping us to live with greater energy and resilience.  Walking improves heart health and circulation, helps to lower blood pressure, strengthens bones and muscles, supports weight loss, improves balance and reduces falls risks and enhances sleep health.  As Christians we are called to Stewardship, which includes caring for ourselves and our physical health; walking is therefore an act of self-care and an act of worship to our creator.
	Please speak to Fr Bashir for more information.

	Llangyfelach Bells
	LLANGYFELACH BELL RINGERS
	Llangyfelach Church Bell Tower Restoration Project
	Llangyfelach bell tower is one of only 3 stand alone bell towers in Wales, of which only two benefit from having a peal of bells. The bell ringers enjoy weekly practices and ringing for Sunday services and other events, such as weddings and ringing in the new year. We’re a sociable group, of all ages, and welcome new or visiting ringers. However, the bell tower that survived a storm in 1805 along with the current 4 bells, cast in 1805, and last restored in 1914 are now in desperate need of restoration to ensure they continue to ring out for future generations.
	We are at the early stage of planning the tower and bell restoration. To achieve this we need a lot of practical help and skills including tasks such as applying for grants, project champions, history/research, photographer, website/leaflet creation and other administrative tasks. Personal stories from past bell ringers or anyone with a connection to Llangyfelach church bells would also be very welcome.
	You don’t need to be a bell ringer or even church member to help with this exciting project, you just need an willingness to help and an interest in preserving the history of Llangyfelach.
	We are a friendly group so please get in touch if you can lend a hand, no matter how small.
	afontawemaa@cinw.org.uk

	"St. Luke reminds us that art, when touched by faith, becomes prayer. Every stroke, word, or act of beauty can glorify God when done with love."


	A dedication to the memory of Clive Evans
	This wonderful window was dedicated to the memory of Clive Evans who died on 5th July 1961 in a boating accident at Ross on Wye.  His fellow students at Swansea Art College designed and built the window. Leading the work was Tim Lewis and Alan Figg.
	The Main figure is of St. Luke. The patron saint of Artist as well as physicians. St. Luke is holding a bird in his hands. Clive often helped birds who had been injured, back to life and freedom. The colourful strips either side of St. Luke represent organ pipes. Clive was a great organist as well. Below St. Luke is a red line which is cut short by some sheers. This represents his life cut short at 23 years old. The Blue and Green shape represents the boat in which he lost his life. The top middle part of the window is the eye of God looking down.
	BY CHRIS EVANS (CLIVES BROTHER)

	From the Archives
	Minute from ‘Llangyfelach Parish Church Committee Meeting’
	Held on April 8th 1828
	​​Resolved unanimously this 8th April 1828 that -the Revd Wm Davies agree with the Parish to keep theChurch Yard free from Nettles, Rubbish, Stones &Weeds at 30s per Annum - and also to keep the walls clean. ______
	​​That Mr Wm Edwards and Mr Evan Rees Engage to keep all pigs from trespafsing in the Church Yard from Easter 1828 to Easter 1829 under the Penalty that no dinners or allowances will be allowed at either of their houses during the Sd term ___
	​​Which ourselves is this day (8th April 1828)Also agreed that only one lock be allowed by the Parishto each gate during the above year. ____
	Wm Davies
	Wm Edwards
	Evan Rees
	This is such a gem of history and much still relates today at Llangyfelach Church with the need to keep fighting with the erratic bramble growth on our site.  We have a duty as stewards of Llangyfelach Church to keep our grave yard in good order. We, as the people of the church some 200 years later need to actively work together to find ways to manage the grounds.
	We perhaps should be lucky that we don’t have the issue of pigs on site, so no one will go without dinner!!

	Crossword Answers


	Gweddiwn
	Dear Lord, thank you for the rhythm of the different seasons. Thank you for the beauty of autumn, for the changing colours, the cooler air and the harvest food gathered. As we reflect on autumn, help us to see your hand at work, both within us and in nature. Help us to fix our eyes on you so that this season can be a time of gratitude, blessings and generosity towards others. Amen.

	An Essay from Phil Llewellyn 2012: and where are
	we in 2026?
	When I first went to Grammar School I had to study ‘The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire’ by the English historian Edward Gibbon, the first ‘modern historian of Ancient Rome’. This tome was first published in 1776 and went on to cover 6 volumes. According to Gibbon, the Roman Empire succumbed to barbarian invasions in large part due to the gradual loss of civic virtue among its citizens.
	Coincidentally 1776, when the first volume of Gibbons epic was published, saw America gain independence from Britain on 4th July. Was this the start of ‘The Decline and Fall of the British Empire’?
	Similarly, with the economic and political rise of China and India are we now witnessing the start of the ‘Decline and Fall’ of American dominance as the ‘Superpower’ of the world?
	These events occur because we, as citizens of the various countries concerned allow them to, because we are either apathetic or too afraid to change our ways and do something about it.
	I don’t want to be part of another ‘Decline and Fall’ without giving it my best shot and trying to do something about it.
	I refer of course to the ‘Decline’, but hopefully not ‘The Fall’ of the Church in Britain’ and more especially ‘The Church in Wales’.
	Last Sunday when there was no communion service at Llangyfelach Church I was prompted to delve into the record book of services kept in the Vestry and extrapolate some figures that I found to be most enlightening.
	I made a record of ‘communicant numbers’ for the 4 June Sundays and the 5 July Sundays between the years 2003 and 2012. In order to be able to compare them fairly, I then averaged them out over the nine week period in order to give me a comparison.
	It is said that figures do not lie, if this is true then the figures I obtained in this exercise should frighten us all ‘out of our apathy’ and encourage us to ‘Do something about it’.
	In 2003 the average weekly communicant numbers at Llangyfelach Parish Church were 44.33. However this year 2012, the average weekly communicant number for the corresponding period had dropped to 24.25.

	This is a ‘Decline and Fall’ of 45.3%
	Surely, we (This means You and Me) must do something about it or in a very short period of time we will be sharing a minister with other churches and holding a communion service once a month, probably in the Church Hall.
	The time has come when we have to be radical, we have to ‘think the unthinkable’ and ‘do whatever we can’ to get people, especially young families, to join us in our Christian fellowship and worship. The modern lifestyles people live and the disinterest of the modern generation in religion generally frightens and disappoints me.
	How we do this I do not know, but we have to try or, like the Roman Empire, the British Empire and even the American Dream, Christianity will also go into a ‘Decline and Fall’ and become a minority religion in this great country of ours.
	When I say we must be radical and think the unthinkable, may I encourage debate by asking the following questions?

	Do we think we have enough ‘variety’ in our services?  Not so long ago we held a Family Service every fourth Sunday when the children took part. Would that encourage families to join us? Many of you enjoy a ‘Matins’ Service. Are there others in the village who would like to come to one too if we held one regularly?
	Do we think there is enough variety in our services? Would you like to take more of a part in the odd service?
	Where is our (Your) choir every Sunday? Would ‘you’ like to join the choir?
	Where is the Orchestra that Chris Evans so skilfully put together and who regularly took part in our services?
	Where are our ‘bell ringers’, and when was the last time you heard the bells? The vicar has asked for volunteers to become bell ringers for the last several weeks. How many people have put their names forward? NONE. Chris Evans our ‘Tower Captain’ has been waiting for you. Where are you?
	Do we ‘rush’ through our services and not make them thought provoking or friendly enough, or do we just want to ‘take communion’, ‘ask forgiveness for our sins’ and ‘ask god to help us in our adversity’ before rushing off to make dinner or go to some pub or restaurant for lunch before rushing home to watch the omnibus edition of Eastenders?
	What happened to the cups of tea we planned to have at the back of the church after service on a Sunday? We now have the sink, we have the cups, we have the tea and coffee, we also have the volunteers to make it and clear away afterwards. All that is missing is the ‘congregation’ to drink it.
	Are we welcoming enough as a congregation to our visitors? How many of them come again and become regular worshipers with us?
	Does Sunday School work? Perhaps it’s time to do away with it and ask Aunty Brenda, Jane and Jean to start a Sunday
	Club for the children instead? Would that bring in more children with perhaps the mums and dads coming to a service?
	Do we hold services when ‘we’ want them and not when ‘the community’ wants them? Is 10-30 on a Sunday the best time for a communion service?
	These are 10 questions I can immediately think of from the top of my head, you may have others that we need to discuss.
	Can I suggest that we kick this mission off by organising a ‘bring a friend or neighbour to church’ service.
	Ask (and expect) every regular member of our congregation to try to get a friend, relative or neighbour to come with them to this service and hope that many will enjoy the experience so much that they will want to come again? At least for that service our average numbers would double from the average 24 we have now back to the 45 we had in 2003.
	I have been radical in my views, but I hope I have also been thought provoking too. I don’t want to be part of another ‘Decline and Fall’.

	Do you?
	It’s now 14 years to the month since I penned the missive above and I wonder if anything has changed during that period? (8th August 2012 to 31st August 2026)
	The first change is that we have now ceased to be a Parish, but are one of 5 churches encumbered in the Ministry Area of Afon Tawe.
	The second change has been financial:
	Our Annual Parish Quota in 2012 was £17,056.
	This year our Ministry Area Share is £74,824
	That is an increase of 339% over 14 years at an average of 24.21% per annum
	To illustrate such an increase in real terms:
	Petrol cost £6.38 a gallon in 2012, whilst today it averages £7.87, an increase of 23.3%. If that increase matched our MAS increase of 339%, a gallon today would cost £28.
	However, the third and most significant change has been the arrival in 2017 of our current incumbent – The Rev Anthony Porter. Between 2012 and 2017 we had seen a continuing decline in numbers, but shortly after Anthony’s appointment that decline started to reverse and we gradually began to grow again as a church family.
	There was a perceptible revival and it was evident that we were witnessing a Spiritual Awakening in Llangyfelach. People were starting to look forward to coming to church again and attending social events. Our attendance numbers began to increase.
	Today we have a church offering a variety of services. We have weekly Sunday and Thursday Eucharist Services, Healing Services, a Bible Study Group and various other standalone prayer services.
	We have a Wise Women Group who meet monthly and who went on a Religious Retreat in 2025 and 2026. In 2025 it was for a single day Retreat whilst in 2026 they stayed overnight. It is already planned to go on a two-night Retreat to Llangasty in 2027.
	The result of this ‘Revival’ is that our average Sunday Morning attendance through the months of June and July this year has risen to 51. This compares to the 2012 average over the same period of 24.


	IT HAS MORE THAN DOUBLED.
	Last Sunday 27th September we had 66 worshipers at our 10-30 Eucharist Service.
	Our Organist Stephen Honeyman now has 8 regular members in his church choir, and is actively seeking others to join them. (They are particularly short of male voices).
	Our Bell Captain Chris Evans intends to hand over the reins to Trudi Cook after serving the church for many decades in this role, and is already mentoring Trudi in her new duties. We regularly hear the bells again after many years of silence.
	There is a coffee morning held every Thursday after the Eucharist Service and once a month we offer a cup of tea or coffee in the Church Hall after the Sunday Service. Although already well attended, we extend a warm welcome to everybody.
	The Sunday School has started again after the summer break, and we hope that it will grow in numbers as our congregation continues to increase. Do you or your family have children or grandchildren who would like to attend?
	We must continue to encourage others to come to church and be part of our church family so that we can continue to GROW!
	Prayer

	Ingredients
	Method
	Ingredients
	Method
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	ACROSS
	1. Staple crop with kernels
	3. Plentiful harvest blessing
	4. What the good soil became
	6. Planet Earth
	10. Golden grain of harvest
	11. Type of ground where seeds sprouted quickly but had no root
	13. What the sower scattered in the parable
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	DOWN
	2. Grove of fruit trees
	5. Generous harvest yield
	6. Unit of language
	7. Word puzzle
	8. Holiday celebrating God's harvest
	9. The farmer who planted the seeds
	12. God's gift of abundance
	14. Collect the harvest
	15. Time of year for reaping
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